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Synopsis

This volume offers a major selection of Bertolt Brecht’s groundbreaking critical writing. Here,
arranged in chronological order, are essays from 1918 to 1956, in which Brecht explores his
definition of the Epic Theatre and his theory of alienation-effects in directing, acting, and writing, and
discusses, among other works, The Threepenny Opera, Mahagonny, Mother Courage, Puntila, and
Galileo. Also included is "A Short Organum for the Theatre," Brecht's most complete exposition of
his revolutionary philosophy of drama. Translated and edited by John Willett, Brecht on Theater is

essential to an understanding of one of the twentieth century’s most influential dramatists.
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Customer Reviews

There is only one way to describe this book: Paperback gold. | am currently studying A-Level
theatre studies and | couldn’t ask for a better resource on Brecht than this. However, | don’t think it
is necessary to be a drama student to read this book. Obviously some background knowledge of
Brecht is helpful when tackling some of the essays that he has written but if you have any kind of
interest in the theatre then have a go with this, it's very well edited and above all it’s really quite an

easy read.

First of all, it should be mentioned that there is no theatre untouched by Bertolt Brecht’s theories
and practices on theatre. In the 21st century, the way we look at theatre has its roots in Brecht’s

Aesthetic.Now, this book is like the Brecht Bible essentially. Packed with all his views and opinions



on the theatre, society and culture around theatre, acting, etc. Its big, dense and the type set is
small enough to make you cry sometimes because he just never seems to stop.l had a hard time
following and understanding it, but that is no fault of this edition, but more so the long winded
thoughts of Brecht. The core of his ideas and points are there, they just need to be searched for.
Sometimes he makes it very clear what point he is trying to make, but sometimes you have to wade
through his thoughts until he nails it for you. | think for having never read it before, | wasn’t sure
what was the most important part of some of the arguments he was making, but overall | know this
is a valuable book to own. | think it requires guidance from someone who has studied Brecht a lot,
which | fortunately had. There is a Brecht for Beginners | think out there that is a GOOD
COMPANION to this book.

An invaluable primary source for the study of Brecht and Political Theater. Brecht explains the
fundamentals of his aesthetics, influences, theories, as well as the development of a rehearsal

system. Essential for students of theater.

This is a huge selection of essays written over many years. This not necessarily something you may
want to just sit down and read straight through. If you do, you will find many contradictions over the
years. At any rate, it is a very formative collection of Brecht's work, and certainly a must have for

anyone who studies theatre or the arts in general.

Great for quotes by Brecht, and for understanding his version of absurdism, though ther are some

strange "interviews" that don’t accurately quote him, but thry are entertaining.

This is an insightful text explaining Brecht’s views on theater through essays and notes. |

recommend this book to anyone interested in learning more about Epic Theatre.

Great book. Brecht is a good writer with intelligent ideas.
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